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August 15, 2009

Dear Film/Video Studies Students,

We would like to extend an invitation to all film studies students/and or students who love filmmaking to submit your film(s) to the “Hayti Heritage Film Festival” which will take place February 18-21, 2010 in Durham, NC. 

The festival, presented by the St. Joseph’s Historic Foundation, Inc., is proud to be celebrating its 16th year. In continuing to honor this legacy, the Festival, expanded into new territory last year by adding competition categories and awards, a financial short film challenge, an all day student workshop, celebrity panel discussions and much more.  North Carolina has often been dubbed as the “Hollywood East” with enormous contributions to the film industry. Recent features have all found a wealth of resources in the Tar Heel State. We are certain that you will find this festival an invaluable resource as you continue to develop and hone your filmmaking skills.

Our student component is unlike most other film festival competitions. First, all students accepted into the festival competition will have a special luncheon with a guest speaker. Immediately following the luncheon, all students will have the opportunity to have their work screened in front of their peers and in the presence of a panel of professional filmmaking judges who will offer constructive observation. This screening offers students an opportunity to ask questions in addition to discovering the subtle and complex “dos” and “don’ts” of filmmaking. Also, all accepted students will receive a free festival pass which includes a free t-shirt and festival bag, admission to all film screenings and panel discussions, the industry party, and opening and closing receptions. And most importantly, the winner in each of the two student categories - General student film and the Financial Film Challenge, may have the option of having his/her film screened during the awards ceremony. The winners in each student categories will receive a plaque and monetary award.

Should you have any additional questions, please feel free to send an email haytifilmfestival@yahoo.com.

Thank you,

Dilsey Davis and Angela Ray




V. Dianne Pledger
Co-Chairs






President/CEO
Hayti Heritage Film Festival

St. Joseph’s Historic Foundation, Inc.

www.haytifilmfest.org 

Student Eligibility

There are two categories of student submission, the General Submission and the Financial Short Film Challenge.

Student General Submission Category:

Students who have completed films within the last two years (January 2008) are encouraged to submit.

The Hayti Heritage Film Festival is currently accepting applications and submissions for films and videos, both short (generally less than 30 minutes) and long form (generally 45 minutes or longer). Films can be of any genre including drama, comedy, horror, adventure, animation, romance, experimental and science fiction. These works must be made by and/or about people of African descent and includes domestic and international films. (African Descent is inclusive of all people who are or whose ancestors are from Africa (i.e. African America, Latino, African, Caribbean, etc). 
Applications for the Festival must be received by January 11th, 2010. Films should be mailed with the completed application. Films can be turned in separately from the film application ONLY if they are works in progress. A work in progress film must be completed and received (not postmarked) by February 1st, 2010. Please include a 50 word synopsis, photo stills, and biographies. A notification of acceptance will be determined within 7 days of a completed film submission (application and film). Students are encouraged to submit early so that they can receive acceptance notification as early as possible. Films must have been completed and copyrighted no earlier than 2008.  

Students may submit films individually or in teams of up to 5 people. The general student competition is open to those who are not of African Descent as long as at least three of the following key roles are filled by people of African Descent: Director, Producer, Screenwriter, Director of Photography, Lead Actor, Lead Actress.

Student Financial Short Film Challenge:

The Financial Short Film Challenge promotes a creative way to address a topic that impacts each of us individually and collectively throughout our lives – Our Financial Well-being. This Challenge aims to encourage rigor and quick decision making skills in the very same way that a 48-hour film challenge would.

The financial short film challenge is open to all current students. Students are encouraged to work in teams from November ‘09 – January ‘10 to create a 90 second to 5 minute film that follows the rules listed in the additional support material. The Financial Short Film Challenge is open to those who are not of African Descent as long as at least three of the following key roles are filled by people of African Descent: Director, Producer, Screenwriter, Director of Photography, Lead Actor, Lead Actress.

The winner of the competition will have his/her film screened as part of the closing awards ceremony at the festival. Students must submit a “Letter of Intent” by December 31st, 2009 for the Financial Short Film Challenge. This letter can be mailed, emailed or faxed. Deadline for the application is January 11th, 2010 and films must be received by February 1st, 2010.
General Student Guidelines Checklist
Submission Procedure:

􀀹 The preferred format for submission is DVD, however Digi-Beta Video, Beta SP will also be accepted.

􀀹 There are no application fees for current students.

􀀹 Films for the competition must have been completed after January 1st, 2008.

􀀹 Student General Submission - Long Form - generally 45 minutes and longer, short form generally 30 minutes or less

􀀹 Student Financial Film Challenge – Films should be 90 seconds to 5 minutes in length

􀀹 The 3 out of 6 rule applies to student film categories only. Three of the following six key roles in the project must be filled by students of African descent: Director, Producer, Screenwriter, Director of Photography, Lead Actor, Lead Actress.

􀀹 Each student filmmaker accepted into the Festival will receive one festival pass. If students submit the film in a team, each team member will each receive a festival pass (limit 5 people per team).

􀀹 Please send a stamped self-addressed postcard with your application if you would like to receive notification that we received your entry and film.

􀀹 Please include a stamped self-address envelope with your application if you would like to have your film returned.
All Films and Applications must be submitted to

Hayti Heritage Film Festival

804 Old Fayetteville Road

Durham, NC 27702
www.haytifilmfest.org or www.hayti.org 
Email: haytifilmfestival@yahoo.com

Fax: (919) 682-5869
